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Editor’s Comments 

As the newest editor of Headlight and Markers, I be-

lieve I have a tough act to follow --- that of Jack 

Clock and Jim Edmonston!  Advances in software 

has made the editing task much easier.  But the suc-

cess of any newsletter is dependent upon the contri-

butions of its readers, like you.   

At this particular time, our everyday routines have 

probably been altered.  I am presently shunning most 

news reports, and at times recalling the Serenity 

Prayer.   Perhaps you’ve thought of submitting an 

article or two --- now would be a great time to do so!   

Since our May meeting has already been canceled, 

for the next issue of Headlight & Markers, please 

email or send photos and/or descriptions of how 

you are passing the time during our current 

“staycation.”   I have created a new email address 

headlight.markers@yahoo.com for electronic sub-

missions, for now and the future.   

As a railroader might say, I believe there’s a light at 

the end of the tunnel, but we just don’t yet know how 

fast we’ll get there! 

Dave Puthoff 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com
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President’s Comments 
March, 2020 

By Chris Mayhew 

March 2020 

Greetings fellow club members 

First, some good news…because I think we all need good news. 

Dave Puthoff has taken over as Headlights & Markers editor, producing this issue during a virus 
pandemic! Dave needs your help as authors, reporters and photographers. Send photo and article 

submissions to Dave via email headlight.markers@yahoo.com. I know Father Dale is working on an 
article about Louisville & Nashville’s 2-8-4 “Big Emmas” locomotives while stuck at home.  

Now the bad news. The novel coronavirus outbreak and orders from Ohio’s governor have necessi-
tated a stoppage of all official group gatherings/meetings. The May membership meeting is can-

celed. Stay tuned to club emails about any future meeting cancellations or the confirmation of an 
eventual meeting date and time. Let’s hope for the latter.  

In this difficult time where people are ordered to stay close to home, and many people are out of 
work, all I ask is that everyone does what they can to take care of themselves and each other. While 

at home, maybe try to call members you know to check in on how they are doing. It’s an especially 
good time to check in with friends we know who live alone or who have few family members to rely 
upon. 

Discussions of any future trips and endeavors are on temporary hold until there is more clarity about 
when the virus outbreak will subside or eventually, end. The owner of our warehouse has restricted 

access. I don't believe we need to have anyone up there right now given the current state of affairs. 

I am also saddened to report that longtime club member and foundation board member Otis Flinch-
paugh has had a major stroke. Otis, a New York Central retiree is residing in the Hildebrand Nursing 
& Rehabilitation Center at 4320 Bridgetown Road, Cincinnati 45211 for the foreseeable future. He’s 

unable to talk on the phone as he attempts to go through therapy, and of course, visitors are not a 
possibility right now. Maybe write him a letter.  

To end this month’s note, this virus has turned my daily life upside down, as I am sure many of 
yours’ have as well. It’s hard to find a silver lining.  I would offer if you have extra free time that 

this is a good time to dig into that old collection of slides, timetables, train orders, etc. Who knows. 
Maybe you can share some of your progress in Headlights and Markers or come up with an amazing 
program for when we are meeting again. 

Be good to yourselves and others right now. 

Chris Mayhew 

 
 

 May 7 MEETING CANCELED—May 7th EL, PC, Conrail, Lehigh and More!  Presenter: Dave Michaels 

 June 4th — Cincinnati New & Old.  Presenter:  Chris Mayhew (or reschedule Michaels or Mixter) 

mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com
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Amtrak News 

By W. Mike Weber                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

There has never been a period like this current one in the history of Amtrak.  As I write, our 

country is in the grip of a fast-spreading virus.  Most travel is being halted. More measures 

are expected.  Congress is talking of a Trillion$$ bailout for industry, minimum.  Will they 

remember rail? Transit? Or, will the airlines habit of “no cash reserves” pay off for them 

alone?  Stay tuned! 

Draft COVID-19 Bill Released (From High Speed Rail Alliance) 
 

An agreement was reached on the COVID-19 relief package, the Coronavirus Aid Relief and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act.  

The Senate is expected to vote on it this afternoon and the House will follow in the next day 

or two.  

The bill includes:  

Amtrak and Rail Safety – $1.018 billion is available to Amtrak to meet its changing opera-

tional needs as a result of significantly reduced passenger rail service and ridership on the 

Northeast Corridor, state-supported, and long-distance routes related to COVID-19.  This 

includes direct assistance to states to help them meet their obligations under the FAST Act in 

order to minimize service impacts on state-supported routes.  The bill also provides $250,000 

to the Federal Railroad Administration for safety equipment and assistance to inspectors to 

help them to rapidly respond to COVID-19 related demands.  

Transit Systems – $25 billion is provided to public transit operators to protect public health 

and safety while ensuring transportation access to jobs, medical treatment, food, and other 

essential services remain available during the COVID-19 response.  As the revenues that sus-

tain this essential service are severely impacted due to a reduction in fare box revenue and 

dedicated sales taxes, this increased Federal investment will help to sustain over 430,000 

transit jobs and preserve access to our public service and critical workforce that are the back-

bone of our COVID-19 prevention, response, and recovery efforts.  
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Early Cincinnati Railroad Club Trips 
 

By Dennis Teagle 

The first trip of the Cincinnati Railroad Club on January 15, 1939. For a view 
of the menu on the trip go to http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/

http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/PRRmenu.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0faU-YW26LqgB4MXCx6v7opPnDVCkAtFz6IKbysNOr3Jv-VV1EJY8qVc0


 5 March 2020 

Photo(By Dick Swaim) of the Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 #610 steam engine. This 
steam engine was the power for the Cincinnati Railroad Club steam trips round trip 
from Cincinnati to Danville, KY on July 16 and 17 1977 via High Bridge.The cost of 
the trip was $21.50 for adults and $20.00 for children under 12. A special box lunch 
consisting of 1/2 Fried Chicken and Trimmings was offered at $2.95. To see the 
details of the trip go to http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/BluegrassLimited77.pdf  

Photo from the May 5, 1957 Cincinnati Railroad Club trip to Portsmouth, Ohio. 
For a description of the CRRC trip on May 5,1957 to Portsmouth, Ohio  
go to http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/portsmouth57.pdf   
Club member Jim Hodde was on that trip and in the picture.  

(Early Cincinnati Railroad Club Trips, Continued from Page 4) 

http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/BluegrassLimited77.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0uiq0ZCfkU77szNqXtr_Rqx7IBt49TCjDltLYB2-0o2_Pdp4V4d8QNsrQ
http://www.cincinnatirrclub.org/About/portsmouth57.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0Yj86jmStE1Pg7R8x-_Hduoef4zUi0PoMCqj0RzZ7YeRaNpeQPB07dGFg
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March 2020 

It was spring of 1953 and I was a sophomore in high school in St. Bernard, Ohio. One after-

noon Paul, a fellow student, told me that there was a train wreck in St. Bernard, how he 

knew about it, I didn’t know, all I wanted to do was to see a real train wreck, not that I liked 

wrecks but, if there was one, I had to see it. 

The distance from school to my home on Sullivan Avenue was about a half mile, so I 

moved at a good pace, no time for loose talk. At home I changed to my after-school clothes, 

grabbed my trusty steed (actually a bicycle) and rode north on Sullivan. Why North? Be-

cause Paul didn’t know where in St. Bernard the wreck was, and the closest railroad to my 

home was straight north.  I crossed Ross Avenue and rode into Ross Park, as I entered the 

park, I could see the wreck on the Baltimore and Ohio’s Ohio Division line, now, about 

where the B&O crosses I-75. 

Just ahead of me were two large steam powered railroad wreck cranes, one a B&O and the 

other on the east side was, I think, a New York Central crane. Coupled to each crane was a 

diesel switch engine. Sitting a short distance behind the B&O crane switch engine was a 

steam locomotive, I think that it was a 2-8-2 Mikado type. It appeared that the major part of 

the work was almost wrapped up, I think I saw a box car or two being put back on the 

tracks. 

Time was taken while the steam engine pulled along side the B&O crane to allow a man to 

shovel coal from the Mikado’s tender into the crane’s coal hopper. I assume that the steamer 

was there to supply coal to the steam cranes. What they would have done if the cranes ran 

low on water, I don’t know. 

After every thing seemed to be in order, a group of workers (at times called gandy dancers) 

and what appeared to be the foreman approached the track in the area of the wreck. About 

six or seven men stood on each side of the track with long bars which they put under the 

rails. The foreman stood on the middle of the rails beyond the gandy dancers .and sang a 

song like “yo yo yo” and the men with the bars pushed the rail on one side or the other until 

the track looked straight to the foreman. One of the girls standing near me said that she likes 

to watch the workers doing their “dance”, she lived close to where I was standing, so this 

was not new to her. 

After the track was in shape, an inbound Pennsylvania train (most probably No. 216 from 

Chicago) passed. A couple of trainmen were standing in the last vestibule inspecting the 

show. This was the first train moving through the area since I arrived. Possibly other trains 

were sent over the Norfolk and Western tracks that crossed the B&O in Bond Hill, then 

from the N&W to the New York Central near Murray Road, and finally back to the B&O 

near NA tower. Outbound trains would have done the reverse. 

A friend of the family that worked on a railroad for a time walked the tracks back toward 

Bond Hill and he said that something was off the rails as far back as Paddock Road. I have 

seen other train wrecks since this one, but no steam equipment was involved. I guess that I 

was lucky that Paul happened to make the comment about the wreck to me.   

 

A Train Wreck!! 
 

By Jack Haap 
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A Covid19 Activity? 
 

By Dave Puthoff 

Are you looking for something to do during our current “staycation”?  Maybe you’ve al-
ready cleaned both the basement and the garage!  Here are a couple of ideas. 
 

Colorizing Black and White Photos 
 

Do you have old Black and White photos that you’d like to see in color?  An internet site, 
http://MyHeritage.com offers on-line colorizing of Black and White photos.  The site is ob-
viously meant to colorize family photos, but why not try to colorize railroad photos?  Their 
website offers free colorizing of 10 photos, with more offered for a fee. The 10 free photos 
will have a small watermark, but others will not have such a marking. (Look for the link at 
the bottom of their webpage).  
 

An example of a picture that has been colorized is shown on the next page. 
 

Easy Digitizing of 35 mm Slides 
 

Many of us have 35 mm slides that we have accumulated over the years. Have you ever tried 
to scan these into a digital (electronic) format?  I had, and it took far too much time for just a 
few slides.  Then I searched on the internet, and found a company in Florida that rents equip-
ment to scan slides, https://services.ezphotoscan.com/rent-photo-scanner-photo-slide/ 
 

They ship a well-packaged set of a Kodak slide projector, 35mm camera, an adapter for the 
projector lens, a special plug-in circuit adapter that goes between the camera and the projec-
tor, a Carousel, plus a USB storage device.  
  

Using these components, I was able to successfully scan about 6000 slides in 2 days!  Since 
I had many of my slides already loaded into Kodak Carousels, scanning a complete Carousel 
took only about 15 minutes, as the equipment can operate automatically --- it scans one 
slide, then advances to the next slide, then scans it, etc. Each time, it pauses to make sure 
things are in focus.  
 

The only downside to using pre-loaded Carousels is that the recorded images will be upside-
down and reversed --- both of which are easily corrected using many photo software pro-
grams.  And like any digital camera, each scan is given a file number.  To help keep track of 
groups of images, they also provide a set of re-usable blank slides --- used to write out a 
name for a particular group of slides.  These blanks can be inserted as a slide, and electroni-
cally they will be reproduced to indicate the start of a group. 
 

Besides having slides in Carousels, I had many loose slides, and utilized my own Carousel 
Stacker, instead of loading them into a Carousel.  These can be loaded either conventionally 
(i.e., to be shown on a screen), or they can be oriented to eliminate the need for correction by 
a photo software program. 
 

They also rent a separate photo scanner, which I did not utilize.  
 

I found the use of this rental service to be very easy, as they shipped it to the Tri-County 
Fedex/Kinkos, and I returned it there when I was finished, with their pre-paid shipping.  
Cost is $325 for 3 days, or $450 for 5 days (time doesn’t start until your time of pickup). 
Since they do not have an infinite supply of scanners, you schedule your days in advance 
when purchasing the service on-line. 
 

Perhaps you have only a few hundred slides --- then maybe you can combine the activity 
with another member or two and share the cost.  But I cannot calculate the time and patience 
that it would have taken for me to scan this number of slides, while utilizing my previous 
equipment! 
 
 

http://myheritage.com/
https://services.ezphotoscan.com/rent-photo-scanner-photo-slide/
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Before and After Colorizing 

(A Covid19 Activity?, Continued from Page 7) 

CRRC collection courtesy of Clifford Behrmann  
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Back in February, normal times, I had a chance to train up to New York to visit former mem-

ber and former streetcar manager Paul Grethen.  Paul is Executive Director for Eastside Access 

Project for the Long Island Railroad (MTA).  In a two year time frame, the LIRR will begin to 

run some trains into Grand Central Terminal, as well as continue at Penn Station.  This makes 

rail into Manhattan much more desirable for tens of thousands!  It also frees up some track at 

Penn for Amtrak and New Jersey Transit. 

You can’t beat having a guide in New York with a Transit Pass!  Paul took me to a slide show 

presented by local transit fans, rides on the LIRR, rides on the Subway.  We got into the new 

concourse under construction below Grand Central Terminal!  A side trip to New Jersey af-

forded views of New York that I had never before experienced.  The Hoboken Terminal was a 

classic beauty.  Hurricane Sandy almost put it out of business, but it shined again.  Light rail 

now connects PATH from  New York and makes a visit simpler. 

Jaw dropping was the new PATH world Trade Center station --- a massive bright signature rail 

station within a short wals to Staten Island Ferry!  The ferry in my opinion is still the best way 

to experience views of New York and the Stature of Liberty!! 

I am hooked on visits to Poughkeepsie.  Paul and I rode Metro North to explore the spectacular 

and preserved former NYNH&H bridge over the Hudson River.  It is also over the former 

NYC to Albany!! 

I got to New York via Toledo and Amtrak’s #30, a Regional to NYC.  Empire Service and the 

Lakeshore got me back to Toledo.  I can’t wait to do this again when trains return to “normal.”  

My host Paul got his railroad interests early, as many of us did.  Born in Glencove NY next to 

the LIRR, Paul’s dad used the train to get to work. So, many evening trips to depot!  This was 

followed up with trips to the city, subway rides, trips home. Paul spent the formative high 

school years in the Netherlands — riding the bus, tram, and passenger rail as a normal part of 

life. Upon return to the States, Paul went to Georgia Tech in (guess what?) --- the Transporta-

tion program. This led to working for Atlanta MARTA in transportation. 

We wish Paul well, and we are really interested in visiting his project in New York in two 

years!! 

 

 

 

Normal Times! A Visit to NYC 

By W. Mike Weber                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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Living to Tell-Tales 

Surviving Relics if Railroading’s Yesteryears 

By Chris Mayhew  

Tell-tales still linger around Cincinnati railroad tracks in a few spots. 
 
These vestiges of a time in railroading when brakemen still worked the tops of freight cars on roof-
walks.  
 
The poles with dangling cables, called tell-tales, were a warning of an imminent low-clearance situation 
for the brakeman. A tunnel, or bridge over the tracks, were common places to find a tell-tale.  
 
Surviving tell-tales around Cincinnati, which are in various states of deterioration, warned of low bridg-
es ahead. They exist on pieces of former mainlines that are now industrial spurs, and in one instance as a 
reminder of a now-abandoned line. 
 
Perhaps the most well-preserved tell-tale is on former Ohio & Mississippi Railway mainline tracks 
(which became B&O) along Cincinnati’s western riverfront a few feet west of the Cincinnati Southern 
Railway (Norfolk Southern) Ohio River Bridge. The tell-tale remains on the other side of the flood wall 
from Mehring Way. Concrete piers for the former Cincinnati Union Terminal Southwest connecting 
track remain around this site. The connecting track gained elevation on the piers, going underneath the 
Southern Railway bridge and then looping over the former O&M tracks. The connecting tracks are long-
gone now. The tell-tale that warned of the approaching connecting track above remains over the tracks 
that pass through the Port of Cincinnati property. 
 
The original O&M right-of-way the tell-tale is over was part of the Baltimore & Ohio’s St. Louis Divi-
sion. Today, this original O&M mainline remnant ends several hundred yards east of the tell-tale along 
Mehring Way at Cincinnati Bulk Terminals. A track mobile is used to switch gondolas once delivered to 
the bulk terminals. The original O&M mainline continued east to a depot at the foot of Mill Street where 
the former Hatfield Coal yard is across from the Baltimore & Ohio Warehouse (Longworth Hall). Where 
was Mill Street you say? It’s now part of Gest Street. 
 
A few hundred yards away to the northwest from the telltale over the old O&M is another tell-tale survi-
vor. This is actually a group of three tell-tales across what is now one track just north of the Eighth 
Street Viaduct. The tell-tales warned of the viaduct. These tracks are a remnant of the original Cincinnati 
Hamilton & Dayton mainline (which became part of the B&O’s Toledo Division mainline). The line 
remnant is accessed through the flood wall at Cincinnati Junction using a bridge over the Mill Creek. 
The tracks continue across Evans Street and then under the Eighth Street viaduct where the tell-tale re-
mains. New construction has made seeing these telltales from the Gest Street side more difficult. The tell
-tales can be seen from the viaduct itself as well. The former CH&D line, now an industrial spur, ends 
several hundred yards north of Gest Street past S&B Industrial Minerals (formerly Hill & Griffith Co.) 
 
The final telltale that I know of and have seen hasn’t seen a train pass by in nearly 40 years. Drive to the 
back parking lot of the former Toys ‘R Us on Glenway Avenue using Werk Road to get there. When you 
are there, you can walk a few feet to the Werk Road culvert overpass of the abandoned Chesapeake & 
Ohio of Indiana mainline. The tell-tale, which is on the west side of the road culvert, is covered in vines 
a bit. The tracks are gone. The tell-tale remains a silent guardian to warn crewmembers of trains that will 
not come again.  
 

March 2020 
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Y104, travels north at about 1:40 p.m. 
Dec. 18, 2019, to S&B Industrial Minerals 
(formerly Hill & Griffith Co.) across from 
the Kroger food production plant. The 
Kroger plant used to get switched, but no 
more. The former mainline now ends just 
north of S&B. The once well-used main-
line is now an industrial spur. In late Feb-
ruary, the former CH&D/B&O tower site 
was excavated for re-development. Some 
of the buried sidings were dug out as was 
part of the concrete foundation for the 
tower itself.  
Chris Mayhew photo 

Concrete piers for the former CUT 
Southwest connecting track ascend in 
height toward the Cincinnati Southern 
Railway (now Norfolk Southern) Ohio 
River bridge. The tracks at left, pic-
tured on Jan. 13, 2020, are part of the 
original Ohio & Mississippi Railway. 
The viewpoint is looking east toward 
the bridge and a tell-tale immediately 
before the bridge to warn of low clear-
ance for the now-gone CUT Southwest 
connecting track.  
Chris Mayhew photo 

The former CH&D/B&O dual station and tower 
at Gest Street, and a small yard, as they ap-
peared in this Dec. 22, 1984. The crossing sig-
nal at left remains. Although the station itself 
has been gone for years, the remains of the 
foundation and some of the yard tracks were 
torn out in February 2020. The former tell-tales 
seen in the photo of Y104 taken in 2019, are 
less than 100 yards to the left.  
E. Donald Smith photo/Chris Mayhew collection 

(Living To Tell-Tales, Continued from Page 10) 

March 2020 
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The Eversull Motion 

By W. Mike Weber                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

What?  I am sure some ask “What’s that?”.  Well, we had a well behaved impatient fuss budget 

member named Gilbert  Eversull.  Not a great deal of patience for lengthy meetings!!  So Gil 

could be counted on to say “I move we adjourn!” So now we call it the Eversull Motion. 

Gil worked for Illinois Terminal, and was a watch-repair guy and scratch-build modeler.  He 

was one of many “colorful” members from the CRRC past. 

March 2020 

Photo by W. Mike Weber 
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John Biehn’s Steam News For March 2020  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

March 2020 

Future California Steam...The Pacific Locomotive Association announced that they have purchased and are re-
turning a native Bay Area steam locomotive, the Southern Pacific No. 1744 to be rebuilt to operation on the Niles 
Canyon Railway. The 2-6-0 Mogul, built by Baldwin in 1901 operated for many years out of Oakland on the SP 
Western Division and in California's Central Valley where the Moguls were fondly called "Valley Mallets"by 
their crews. The locomotive was made famous in later years by operating several of the last steam rail fan excur-
sions on the Southern Pacific. After many years of operating around the United States, the 1744 will once again 
operate through Niles Canyon on the last leg of the Transcontinental Railroad. The Pacific Locomotive Associa-
tion is currently in the process of gathering the pieces together in Colorado for shipment. The boiler will be sent 
to a contract shop for repairs while the rest of the locomotive will be shipped to Niles Canyon. The PLA plans to 
return the 1744 to service will not be a quick or inexpensive proposition but they are looking forward to the future 
when she will once again steam on the Niles Canyon Railway. The Niles Canyon Railway is a heritage railway 
that encourages donations to help return this classic SP steam locomotive to service. Please visit their website at 
http://plasteam.ncry.org/sp1744/historic.html to donate towards the restoration or to see more information about 
the locomotive's history and  future progress updates as the rebuild begins. 
(Thanks to Niles Canyon RY, via Tom Schultz) 
 
Future Colorado Steam...After more than a decade of work, officials with the Colorado Railroad Museum say 
that the restoration of Rio Grande Southern No. 20 is entering its final phase. Jeff Taylor, the curator of rolling 
stock and equipment, says that if everything goes according to plan, the legendary 3-foot gauge locomotive will 
be under steam in its home state this summer. Locomotive No. 20, a 4-6-0 has been under restoration since 2006 
when it was sent to the Strasburg Railroad. In 2019, the locomotive ran under its own power for the first time in 
67 years. Afterward, the locomotive was trucked back to the Colorado Railroad Museum in Golden, Colorado for 
final assembly. Taylor said that in recent months, the locomotive and tender have been reunited, the cab has been 
reinstalled, and various appliances have been added. The restoration has cost approximately $1.5 million. Loco-
motive No. 20 was built by the Schenectady Locomotive Works in 1899 for the Florence & Cripple Creek RR. In 
1916, it was sold to the Rio Grande Southern where it ran until December 1951. Officials are not exactly sure 
when the locomotive will finally run but they are already planning a big celebration when it does. Mr. Taylor says 
the locomotive will most likely stay in Golden this year. However, both the C&TS and Durango & Silverton Nar-
row Gauge Railroad have invited the Colorado Railroad Museum to bring No. 20 to their lines in the future. "We 
want to make that happen," Taylor says. 
(Thanks to Justin Franz via Tom Schultz) 
 
Oil Burning Era Begins at Durango...The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad has debuted its first 
locomotive that runs on oil, a more environmentally friendly fuel source that holds less fire risk than a traditional 
coal-burning engine. For the past two years, the D&SNG's crews have worked to convert the No. 493, an early 
1900s coal-burning locomotive, to be able to run off oil. It's the first of what's expected to be several conversions 
from coal-fired to oil-burning engines, as the city's top tourist attraction braces itself for the future. D&SNG's 
owner Al Harper has said it's important to have the option of running oil-powered locomotives during extreme 
drought. The issue came to a head in summer 2018, when drought, high fire danger and the 416 Fire caused the 
D&SNG to shut down for more than forty days. Since then, Harper said the railroad would have to adapt. Loco-
motive No. 493 was built in 1902 and ran for the Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad all over Colorado. But 
in the mid 1900s, it was taken out of service, and when the D&SNG bought the line in 1981, No. 493 was deter-
mined too big for its needs and it was put on display at a museum in Silverton. It sat there for decades until 
around 2016, when the D&SNG decided to add another locomotive to its fleet and they looked to the coal-fired 
No. 493 as an engine that could be converted to burn oil. Crews got to work in winter 2018, breaking down and 
putting back together the historic locomotive. No. 493 is expected to join the railroad's lineup this spring and 
work its way up and down the rails to Silverton. For passengers, the experience will be largely unchanged. Each 
locomotive billows iconic steam out its stack, blows its nostalgic whistle through towns and provides riders with 
breathtaking views of the San Juan Mountains. But for a town that has continually called for the D&SNG to burn 
cleaner fuel, especially after the 416 Fire, the conversion to oil has a much bigger significance. "I'm really pleased 
the train is rolling out a new oil-burning engine and is working to convert another as well," said La Plata County 
Commissioner Gwen Lachelt. "The train is an important part of our economic engine, and it's critical that these 
new units be used to avoid future disasters. "More than a year after the 416 Fire, the U.S. Forest Service  
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investigators last summer confirmed community speculation and announced that a cinder from a coal-fired 
D&SNG locomotive started the blaze north of Durango. The railroad denied it started the fire, which burned more 
than 54,000 acres, mostly in the Hermosa Creek watershed. A lengthy court battle is ensuing as the U.S. govern-
ment seeks to recoup an estimated $25 million from the railroad for firefighting costs and damages. In many ways, 
though, the 416 Fire pushed the D&SNG to enter an era of more eco-friendly fuel sources. It's unclear how many of 
D&SNG's locomotives will convert to oil. Already, crews have started on a second conversion. But for Har-
per, whose family has owned the railroad since 1998, the D&SNG will maintain a presence with coal-fired engines, 
if only to preserve the tradition of the 139 year old railroad. 
(Thanks to Jonathon Romeo, The Durango Herald, via Alex Mayes) 
 
Roaring Camp News...The R.W.H. Foundation is undertaking the rehabilitation to operation of Roaring Camp's 
locomotive No. 5, a 50 ton class B two truck Climax out shopped in December 1928 as a standard gauge locomo-
tive. Originally built for the Elk River Coal & Lumber Company of Swandale, West Virginia as their No. 3. The 
engine went to the Clinchfield Coal Company also in Swandale in 1958, but it did not operate there. Sometime later 
in 1958, the locomotive went to the W.M. Ritter Lumber Company, still in Swandale. In 1962,, the engine was ac-
quired by the Carrol Park & Western Ry in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania where it was re-gauged to 48". Finally in 
1972, the locomotive was acquired by Roaring Camp and brought to Felton, California. In tradition of naming the 
locomotives for the communities the locomotives came from, locomotive No. 5 will be called "Bloomsburg." Work 
began on April 26, 2019 when Phil Reader and Paul Boschan started cleaning up the yard around the locomotive. 
The goal at first was to have the trucks removed and the frame set on shop trucks. Later last year rearing down the 
trucks and designing new truck parts began. Fabrication of the new parts will begin as soon as money becomes 
available. The greatest mechanical challenge to the project is re-gauging the trucks to 36". To prevent axle failure, 
the decision was made to re-gauge the trucks by fabricating new bolsters and spring boards from steel plate and 
new axles from 4140 steel round bar. Other new truck components will include arch bars, ring and pinion gears, 
ring gear carriers, journal, line-shaft and bearing plus brake rigging. The original boiler for No. 5 was sent to Dixon 
Boiler Works in Los Angeles sometime in 1978 to have a new boiler fabricated. 
 
The plan was for the boiler to be worked on as money became available. Unfortunately with the unexpected pass-
ing of Roaring Camp's founder Norman Clark in 1985 and Dixon owner Richard Dixon in the 1990's, the boiler 
was never completed and the original and fabricated components were scrapped. In the late 1990's Tom Shreve 
traveled to the Sumpter Valley Railroad to inspect a Climax boiler that was sitting unused. The boiler was in very 
good condition and a deal was struck to trade Westside Lumber Company coffin (tank) car and another Westside 
flat car for the boiler. Eventually the flues will be removed from the boiler and a complete survey will be made to 
determine what repairs, if any, are needed to operate the boiler at its original design pressure of 200 psi. The Roar-
ing Camp & Big Trees Narrow Gauge Railroad is a three foot gauge tourist railroad that starts from the Roaring 
Camp depot in Felton, California and runs up steep grades through redwood forests to the top of nearby Bear 
Mountain. 
(Thanks to Paul Boschan) 
 
Future Nevada Steam...The old saying that legends never die might also be said about old locomotives. That is 
certainly the case with "Lyon," the first locomotive constructed for the fledgling Virginia & Truckee Railroad in 
1869-V&T as No. 1. Engine No. 1 was built 151 years ago at the Union Iron Works in San Francisco. This 2-6-0 
was delivered in pieces by wagon to Carson City and assembled on the depot grounds next to the Carson City Mint. 
The Lyon soon became one of many locomotives as the Comstock boomed and the V&T expanded. By 1879, it had 
been rendered obsolete by newer and more powerful V&T locos and eventually it wound up rusting away outside 
the V&T engine house in Carson City before being scrapped in the late 1890's. Fast forward 100 years to the mind 
and heart and skilled hands of V&T Railroad buff Stan Gentry. For the past 25 years, Gentry of Clear lake, Iowa 
has been overseeing the building of a full-sized replica of the Lyon-all 22 tons of it-with the intent that it would 
eventually go to the Nevada State Railroad Museum in Carson City. On March 2, Gentry's wish came true as the 
Lyon arrived on the grounds of the Nevada State Railroad Museum and became part of the museum's second-to-
none V&T Railroad collection. The Lyon will be the fifth V&T Railroad locomotive in the museum's collection, 
joining the No.18 Dayton, No. 22 Inyo, Nos 25 and 27. The Lyon arrived via truck with the locomotive's cab, 
chimney and cowcatcher disassembled for transport purposes. It was first unloaded onto the museum's turntable 
and then pulled into the restoration shop. There is still significant work to be done to make the Lyon fully opera-
tional, but those involved with the project expect it to move forward at a faster rate with the locomotive in Carson 
City. Gentry said he has mixed feelings about letting the Lyon go, but is upbeat about its future. "I am sad to see  
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the Lyon leave Clear Lake, Iowa, but I am very pleased to know it is going to the Nevada State Railroad Museum 
where its restoration shop will do the best possible job completing the locomotive." 
 
Locomotive Returns to Washington State…  A Grand Canyon Railway steam locomotive returned to its home 
in the Pacific Northwest on March 6. The Northern Pacific Mikado, also known as the Spokane, Portland & Seat-
tle No. 539 was recently sold to the Port of Kalama in Washington for $100,000. It had been a fixture in front of 
the Grand Canyon Railway Depot since 2007. Although Grand Canyon Railway fully restored No. 29 and No. 
4960 to become the company's steam locomotive workhorses, the SP&S 539 locomotive was never placed into 
operation but had been cosmetically restored. 
 
As part of the W-3 Northern Pacific steam locomotives, the SP&S 539 was originally known as the NP 1792 and 
pulled loads across the northern U.S. from the Great Lakes to the Pacific. The Northern Pacific Railway Company 
was chartered by Congress in 1864 with the goal of connecting the Great Lakes with Puget Sound and opening 
new land for farming, ranching, lumbering and mining. "The Northern Pacific built the community of Kalama. 
The construction of the Northern Pacific on the western end of the line began in Kalama," said Mark Wilson, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Port of Kalama." Wilson said the Port of Kalama community had been working on the re-
turn of the locomotive since about 2014. The community plans to display the locomotive at the Port of Kalama 
Transportation Interpretive Center. "We have an interpretive center that tells the story of our community through 
the lens of transportation and transportation technology changes," Wilson said. "Steam/rail is the last major com-
ponent that we are seeking to interpret. Our building was actually designed to receive the NP1762/SP&S 539." 
The NP/SP&S locomotive 1762/539 is a 2-8-2 Mikado type built by the American Locomotive Works at Dunkirk, 
New York in 1917. It's original cost was $36,631 and total weight 266 tons. The locomotive was retired in 1957 
after logging some 174,378 miles without a major accident or derailment. It was displayed at Esther Park In 
downtown Vancouver, Washington until 1997. It was removed and taken to Battle Ground for a potential restora-
tion that was never completed. In 2007, it was acquired by the Grand Canyon Railway and moved to Arizona. 
(Thanks to Wendy Howell, Williams-Grand Canyon News) 
 
Kentucky Steam Group Receives Locomotive... The steam engine, charmingly called "Old Smokey," is being 
donated to the non-profit Kentucky Steam Heritage Corporation. R.J. Corman is excited to make this train acces-
sible to as many people as possible for education and inspiration. Old Smokey will become part of the Kentucky 
Rail Heritage Center's rail museum in Irving, Kentucky. In 2007, the steam engine's purchase was initiated by R.J 
Corman Railroad Group founder, the late Rick Corman. Locomotive 7040, a  2-10-2 was purchased by R.J. Cor-
man from the Railroad Development Corporation based in Pittsburgh which had acquired three Chinese QJ en-
gines. The decision to purchase this steam engine was "nostalgic in nature," according to Mr. Corman. It took a 
little over seven months to make all the purchase and transportation arrangements for the 140 ton engine and 40 
ton tender car's journey from Jinzhou, China to the Bluegrass State of Kentucky. Upon its arrival at the R.J. Cor-
man Central Kentucky Lines, the train was one of only three QJ class steam locomotives in the U.S. It was also 
one of two operating steam locomotives in Kentucky. After being inspected and spruced up, the 2,000 horsepower 
engine...now renumbered 2008...made its inaugural run on May 4, 2008. Since then, the locomotive has been used 
for group tours and for operation during special occasions. Old Smokey has brought joy to many over the years. 
Donating the locomotive to the Kentucky Steam Heritage Corporation will ensure that this priceless piece remains 
as a symbol of heritage, innovation, and progress. Old Smokey will be transferred to the non-profit in early 
April.  R.J.Corman will also be donating a glass structure used to house the engine. R.J. Corman is happy to make 
this steam engine accessible to the public and thereby promote the mission of the Kentucky Steam Heritage Cor-
poration to educate, entertain and inspire past, current and future generations by operating historic rail equip-
ment."Donating Old Smokey is one way we can give back to the community and continue to share Rick Corman's 
vision and legacy. We see this as a way to honor the giving spirit Rick instilled in this company from the begin-
ning," said Ed Quinn, R.J. Corman President and CEO. 
(Thanks to the R. J. Corman Railroad Newsroom) 
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P.O. Box 14157  

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 2020 Meeting     

  

  

Time Sensitiv
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Please Deliver A.S.A. P.  

The next regular meeting of the Cincinnati Railroad Club will be held on Thursday June 4th at 7:30 pm at 

Harmony Lodge, 646 E. Epworth Ave, Winton Place.   

The evening’s program will be Cincinnati New & Old, Presented by Chris Mayhew 
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